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FOREWORD

Each time I have been consultd about creating images and sign plans for a town, or when
thinking about the equipping of an information environment, 1 have felt the need for a
textbook accurately expressing the thoughts and methods on these topics.

T his book is a visual manual of the basic viewpoints and methods of how to create towns
and 1mages, based on actual examples of towns surveyed in Japan and in Europe.

Each town has its own unique characteristics. It is possible to determine which aspect to
emphasize by studying the town’s natural resources, scenery, history and culture. By
confirming these points, it is possible to decide what designs are suitable for the particular
town in question.

The basis for this is not just to incorporate new designs, but to create a town which the
residents may be proud of, one which people may visit and truly enjoy themselves in.

T he modern town is a dynamic media in itself, a stage on which people lead vigorous
lives. If thought of this way, it is necessary to change our way of thinking, and to add
“software,”’ based on information and communication, to the conventional ‘‘hardware’
concept of creating objects through engineering and architecture alone. Rather than simply
creating objects, this new idea must concentrate on the overall creation of an information
environment.

I have been noticing lately superior examples of regional activation, in which towns are
partly created by self-governing communities vigorously planning signs and CIs, leading to
the overall image of the town. This is a different method from the conventional, standard way
of designing a town. Towns in which objects, people, and information are harmonized well
will no doubt become the driving force in bringing joy to people.

In addition, ideas from a world-scale ecological viewpoint are being sought after, and
rather than pursuing limited comfort, we must create an environment in which mutual
relationships is taken into consideration.

Although in reality there are many conditions and difficult issues that are involved, if
there is sincere concern for the town, and this matches the flexible concepts of creating an
image, I believe that the town’s appeal will be strengthened. I hope that this book will be of use
m accomplishing this.

(Masaru Sato: Associate Professor,
Kyushu Institute of Design)
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Rather than simply stressing the unique nature,
by preserving such a common scene, the
atmosphere has become the town's unique
characteristic, creating a scene which triggers
emotions. (Germany)
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1. BRORBEZTAHTD

Utilizing scenes from Nature

The Definition of Nature

One of the concepts often mentioned when discuss-
ing the basic concept of creating a town is, “a town
blessed with beautiful nature.” Japan is an island nation
surrounded on all sides by water, having many moun-
tains, streams, and plains. There are four seasons, and
beautiful nature once remained in this country. How-
ever, with the recent urbanization, this nature is begin-
ning to be lost.

Future cities must be planned by preserving harmony
with the nature that is left, considering how to shape the
city’s scenes. With urbanization comes the spread of air-
conditioned lives. We fear that the changes of seasons
and scenes of nature viewed from windows will all
become part of a cut-and-dried space.

Moreover, the world-wide deterioration of the envir-
onment has become an issue in many parts of society,
with movements developing to preserve the environment
and to stop further deterioration.

Considering the high prices of land in Japan, it may
be inevitable that the cities are growing vertically.
Because of this phenomenon, however, it is necessary
to create a comfortable living space, and it is essential to
aim for harmony with nature in today’s cities. This is
also a message to our descendants, to those who will be
living in the 21st century. Designing a space with har-
monized nature must be the solution to the concept of
“a town blessed with beautiful nature.” It is desirable to
create images from a viewpoint of the relationship
between nature and humans.

TILT 2D L W2 RTINS & 5 ITTFHET
DR, €T L VBRSBTS DIRIE~ORL
BAHY), BELBNERICH>TWS, (1 R)

The houses built in the bosom of the severs Alps
mountains. We can find consideration to an
environment harmonized with the severe nature
The area has becomes an important tourist
attraction. (Switzerland)
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Chapter 1. Uncovering the Town's Charm |

LOFE AT RV TER L -BETH D, KR
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hdhd, bhbhbd ) LEZEIRERER LN
Uy, (GERRERRILA)

These are fields built on the slope of a mountain.
There is a beauty reminding us of the wisdom of
our ancestors, who piled natural stones on top
of each other to create the fields. We need to
learn from this wisdom, as well. (Hojusan-mura,
Fukuoka Prefecture)

FHNELEEF, FILRROFIZOHET S, 1
A=T T ~DBIENEN D, thERELS
WUy, 69 LB A REIC LV, (EBR)

A town's beauty may exist within a common
scene. The wealth of sensitivity involved in
creating an image does not overlook this. We
need to take care not to lose such scenery.
(Saga Prefecture)

YA AEA T A TTHHES D BTERDA X b,
BEAR TILAHEOMT b\ MER FHORER &
FIZLHT, AT LAy E—CERETHET
(2B L1830, (fERT)

A hot air balloon event taking place on paddy
fields after the harvest. By using the scene of the
early winter, bare, and vast Saga Plains, the
event has developed into a good example of a
unique message conveyed to the viewers. (Saga
City)
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Relation of “Fig
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Chapter 2. Techniques of Creating Scenes |

FE7E 6D, /N TIARIT D — b, ZOEHD
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HUFOTHENZ L > TWBOH LD, FRIZT
BIEHNLELL,

The gate of Heidelberg looks like a figure, sym-
bolizing this city. since there are few such gates
in Japan, the boundaries between cities are not
clear. It is best to set clear boundaries by building
gates or other similar structures.

HE7 b & T HOORR, —RRICHIEE A
DEEHHIEIT, BPROBEIFRIZRA 2o

A comparison between objects of the “ground”
and “figure.” In general, the ground and walls to
either side are said to appear as the ground, and
the flag and church in the background as afigure.

T 4
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A space that changes horizontally. Walking
becomes fun by cleverly portraying the indexes
that gradually become visible

EoTWC R, BIROIEICEY Hh'H ), BEEx
2B B EENIZC LY,

A climbing space. One becomes less tired when

the landing is placed at eye level and variety is
added to the steps

LTRIHHBE, EDEIIT->THIZA LB, The eye moves from side to side, making the

person want to go further

TAR Ly THEFSFCELNEITASD Y,
T THI= K705,

When the eye-stoppers are overlapped and var-

B TITC 2/, ) XLB'd Y, BIZEEH'HD
ied one feels like visiting the site

EELL,
A declining space. It is fun when there is rhythm
and horizontal variety
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Private space: Entrance to a collective housing
complex bordering a public road. Flowers act as
aborder between the road and private space The
residents’ compassion can be felt

O

|



!

OV FY, AZ—2 RIS, R - SEOFRED YA >,

London. There are many unique picture signs

Stylish sign of Itoya. a shop in Ginza, Tokyo

EENLERORTIIN S A TEELED D A=TRTNY
An example of gaining attention by using signs Meersburg
indicating not only the shop's name




B - FHo B L, RRIKENS
SRFELSHED,

Small sign of Shiseido’s "The Ginza" store. The
artistic level is very high

HEEBOAICHD Y/ Z—EILIZAROZEME A
HNHNE LTER, LAALERET>TWS,
STIIHFIN BB LEBROREAN—RIH-T
W3,

The Sony building on the corner of Sukiyabashi
Tokyo. The triangular space is considered to be
public. and many events are held here. It is now
famous around the world as being a space for

data transmission

BRENENHERNT« 271, $FIZs&h
LUSEHTH 2,

New Years display at the Seibu Department
Store. It is appropriate for this special time of

BAD G B AR L St 2EEE,
SEREDBVTH A >,

- Shop curtain conveying a traditional Japanese
A highly perfected design ST RN s TS = atmosphere

62 ___
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1.£EBKDEYAVETHE

City Planning and Signs

2

BN OIS TRUFSN TELASHBALSE S A
DESIC, ZRDEKDOMICBEIELT, FLENICE
DHBIEY—REEZDHAVELTDREZRET
EDEH D,

BARLEEDAHNSHENRET DY VIE T/
YAV THD, AEYAVIELHAR, AHZEE, A
HEOMEEEDREZBESNICL, BiEZDADPIL
BT D, YA VIIMEZELWABREEELT DI EICK
T, ERTEREMENMEL, RELVBROLEZTD
BEEEE > TUL\D,
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SUFvT—2 LT (fEDNEF~RY) 2T, (TT
)

An obelisk, often used as a landmark. (EUR))

R - XENEPL, F o201 A—CHERHLT
W3,

The “Kaminari-mon” gate in Asakusa. Tokyo. It
symbolizes the entire town's image
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Chapter 3. City Planning and Signs

WFRICL S TECERI A B A 312

An example in which roads and spaces have
been given special meaning through the use of
landscaping techniques

A L HFIAB, 1= — 0 AERNIE T
I HOEENTE IR DT NS

An example of expression using public works
structures. The city's characteristics are stressed
by setting a unique space

EEEATFRCL > C = SRR B b LOKEARIRT 50
AROAGHHV LTI

Itis possible to use landscaping methods to indi-

cate the route Expressions using landscaping objects. Tradi-
tional Japanese expressions suggesting res-
trooms and tea-ceremony rooms.

ELVAMIICL D8R, 71 AL E—ELAD
ERTD TR VDA, EMEINBENRL b

An expression using beautiful items from nature
The point at which the Moselle and Rhine Rivers

» meet is a famous tourist site called the “Corner of
Germany.”
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PROCESS FOR SIGN PLANNING

AE - HEE
RESEARCH

PLANNING

BAHE
FUNDAMENTAL
DESIGN

Efaskat
PRACTICAL DESIGN

WiE - KT
PRODUCTION

e
MAINTENANCE

BRIk - FIRE - SBHIHE
B3 OB

DISCUSSION FOR POLICY,AIM

+1 LEEOEEL ORDER TO PROJECT

% - #E - FEROE

THERDIER

INFORMATION.COMPOSITION

FH#4 a7 MRE DESIGN CONCEPT

FRREAREE VISUAL FORMAT DESIGN

s E AR STRUCTURE STANDARD ITEMS DESIGN
BEAAGE POSITIONING STANDARD PLANNIGN
RNEREIET VISUAL DESIGN

ey HE STRUCTURE DESIGN

[NEEY B a POSITIONING DESIGN

REBRE VISUAL PARTS PRODUCT

1B E IR RAE STRUCTURE PARTS PRODUCT

WL % CONSTRUCTICN, SET UP

AR - B CHECK, CLEANING

1232 - EH REPAIRING, RENEWAL

EHREOEL, I ZEFIN—RREIZE-TE
MET BREER, TR, B4, (LR, B8y
w5517 5,

Working plan. Concrete ideas are considered
using miniature models and perspectives. The
form, materials, finish, and price are evaluated

SITUATION,PROBLEM,CASE STUDY

PLANNING ON OBJECT, AREA, METHOD

TA FTOME, ERAECTAL EOFREER

Evaluation of the idea. Expressions of the data
content and form are evaluated
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BRI S BRI S BRI B L AR X 2RBDIREIC
BLTLVDo
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JR signs. Old type. New type

When function is sought in the character type of a
sign. itis important to stress accuracy rather than
sensitivity. The characters must also be attractive
and easy to read
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Chapter 3. City Planning and Signs ‘

EROBEMNLGTRAYT S

FAST READBLE LETTER STYLE

E-47. R A5 AGEYFEH 6XFH)
LETTER STYLE FIGURE SAMPLE READING CAPACITY
(PER 5 LETTER UNIT)
12857 DISPLAY TIME (SEC.)
0.01 0.3
e R o
MINCHO LIGHT Pog»TWE SR ES 1.4 33
- R —_—
N EeaTE SEARRFESH 23 35
chBAgA Kk Ky — i
RO REaULER | PosrE By AR 2.0 32
2 5 S
NEGATIVE WP A 23 32
FCELE S K
UNCHOBOLD | POSITIVE WPk 16 35
2 SR A
NEGATIVE REIFE 2.1 36
M s _
GONA M POSITIVE Bia _ix 1.9 27
4 el
NEGATIVE BE_Mix 27 35
S5+DB K
GONA DB PO;WIVE ﬁi*m% 2.0 3.2
ES) o
NEGATIVE nﬁ%*mr - 2.6 3.0
+—JuL K o
NAR L L o= 2.1 3.1
x4 FAE
NEGATIVE %ﬁb{%%_g 2.4 313
+—LD ®
NAR D F’O;lTiVE Xg%*ﬁ 2.0 3.5
e = \|s O
NEGATIVE RERXKE 2.3 34
+—ILE KRy
NAR E POSITIVE RBAKK 2.2 3.4
*H
NEGATIVE RBAKK 2.4 32

XFORFIH DOV TOREAE, BIAOBERINY LM
PFTAERARIZLD, | LFORE E(F10cm, HER
& OIERHE 3m, BSOS 5 XFHIRRL,
FERTELXFHIIRDEEY THD, FFURRET
123+ (BILwo) &F—IL ATLvo) o
KHGRARCT W2 Ehhh 1z,

A survey on the legibility of writing. The instant
comprehension of different styles of writing has
been researched. Each character's size is 10cm.
and was placed 3m from the subject Five
numbers of different styles were shown. The legi-
ble characters have been listed here. It was found
that the easily comprehensible characters were
the square and round Gothic letters of medium
thickness

21
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Chapter 3. City Planning and Signs

#it Fhe

SHRINE

>

BIN—IN—
YACHT HARBOR

e
(3

I el N 12
CONCERT HALL

A-k—-Yay 7
COFFEE SHOP

-
|-

B
NO PARKING

BRI
NO PARKING

EREE

T

TEMPLE

¥ 718
CAMPING GROUND

FRIE 7
MOVIE THEATER

M@

s (ER)
SNACK BAR

2B 7
SMOKING (ROOM)

LoBBY

INTERNATIONAL TELEPHONE TELEPHONE

IKERH
WATER TO DRINK

P

a4 0wy >+

COIN LOCKER GENTLEMEN
=5 T Ln—f
KIOSK ELEVATOR

Py B e
NO SMOKING STAIRS

MBEANEE

RHE
CONFERENCE ROOM NO ADMITTANCE

T

LOST CHILD ARROW

K AR K W zY
SHOPPING AREA

>rﬁ.

P55 15, 8244
TICKET.RECEPTION

51 EH A heaY
HANDICAPPED

8

LADIES

LRHL~8
ESCALATOR

I

#EO
EMERGENCY EXIT

I%5$
UNDER CONSTRUCTION
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S TIRMREFANEL S,

Table
Pictograms used on maps. The object
expression are different according to the

map's usage
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PRIVATE LINE
AR
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EIRARRY

INTERNATIONAL FACILITIES

AR
CITY HALL
X 137 ETAI 1548
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(19>ew 8yl uo) vMONMN4

ond O} | OOk~

WARD, TOWN, VILLAGE OFFICE

KAERR SAMAR
EMBASSY, ,CONSULATE

RER

POST OFFICE
w5

POLICE

HBE
FIRE STATION

s

UNIVERSITY

=K

HIGH SCHOOL
INRER
SCHOOL
$R1T

BANK

i
HOSPITAL
it

SHRINE

3

TEMPLE

BE

CHURCH

BA
GOVERMENT OFFICE
YN
REFUGE
B
RECREATION GROUND
AR

ART MUSEUM
1EMEE
MUSEUM
HER
LIBRARY

AR

PARK

atanE
Z00,BOTANICAL GARDEN
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R
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NYHN4ONNA
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OO00000ooooo0oooooo 0oogo gotdedod

st
AIRLINES
HRATERAR
TOURIST BUREAU
12T XxX—-Y3>
INFORMATION
TV AR
HOTEL,INN

R & a2
YOUTH HOSTEL
ERESE
NATIONAL HOSTEL

AR

HOT SPRING

SEEF, BB
RUINS,INTEREST PLACE
18, B

CASTLE,RUINS
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Street Furniture as Symbols
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This stone pavement has a unique atmosphere
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Creation of Street Image
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Aachen city hall square Facilities and objects
necessary for this kind of square, such as pave-
ment designs, public telephones, trees. benches,
and shops, are located here
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apter 4. Representing City Plannin
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The patterns of stone pavement provide variety to BATHND EELOND L) 1= (FLEDR)

large spaces
Space gives birth to value. It is believed that good

luck will be obtained by throwing in a coin back-
wards. (Fontana di Trevi)
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The patterns and undulations of a pavement are
important design elements of a square.




AR N TERES VBRI, HhZErsEE -
N ERATWS,

Although this is a sculpture placed here for a
special event, it has added a stylish air to this
urban space.
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The sculpture suddenly spurts out water when

pedestrians walk by Its unpredictability makes it
popular among children and adults alike
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The small fountain and sculpture in the back-
ground create a refined scenery
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Chapter 5. Attractive Town's CI ‘

The city boundaries and facility boundaries are
important design elements affecting the impres-

sion of visitors




